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A | 


SILENT WORSHIP. 


A Friend whom we love, and whose judg- 
ment pertaining to religious concerns we 
highly esteem, has drawn our attention to 
an article in the Annual Monitor of the pre- 
sent year under the above title. We accord 
with him in the propriety of inserting it in 
“The Friend,” and in the persuasion that it 
is well adapted to the state of the times. 

Worship is an homage due from man to 
his Creator,—due from a feeble and depend- 
ent creature unto him in whom “ we live, and 
move, and have our being.” 

Worship, in its direct and leading features, 
consists in prayer, thanksgiving, or praise, or 
in that inward communion of the soul with 
God, which involves the essence of them all, 
without the medium of words even in the 
conception of the mind. 

Worship, as the homage of the soul to its 
Creator and Preserver, may also be perform- 
ed by what may be termed indirect acts of 
adoration. Among these may be enumerat- 
ed, a reverent and devout application to God, 
in the secret of the heart, for his guidance, 
counsel, and direction; for hereby we ac- 
knowledge our dependence upon him: a feel- 
ing which should pervade our minds not only 
in regard to religious or spiritual concerns, 
but even in those of a temporal nature ; “In 
ALL thy ways acknowledge Hi, and HE shall 
direct thy paths.” 

This species of worship or homage it is no 
less our interest to exercise, than it is our 
duty to maintain, in order to manifest our 
sense of dependence on Him in whom “ we 
live, and move, and have our being,”—by 
whom “the very hairs of our head are all 
numbered,” and without whom “not even a 
sparrow falls to the ground.” 

Though none of us would on every trivial 
occasion be troubling a friend or counsellor, 
respecting concerns about which we were 
already sufficiently advised, or were practis- 
ing in the customary range of our engage- 
ments; yet it might occur respecting these 
ordinary pursuits, that the impartial eye of a 
friend may see occasion, unasked, to give a 
seasonable word of advice or caution, atten- 
tion to which on our part may be useful to 
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us. In like manner, if we are accustomed to 
pay to our Great Creator the homage or 
worship of frequent inward retirement, with 
desires to be instructed, if in any thing our 
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representation, of our desires or our wants, 
manifested to God in any manner in which 
our conditions or situations may impart the 
|humble and sincere breathings of the soul. 


reason and human judgment is in danger of|This may sometimes be done through the 


leading us wrong, we may sometimes find, 
and that too in concerns of themselves appa- 
rently of small moment, that our minds may 
be secretly influenced to act in such a way, 
as may ultimately prove the truth of the de- 
claration just quoted, respecting divine con- 
descension in affording holy guidance and 
direction. Whilst, in every concern of im- 
portance, it is greatly our interest to offer 
the homage of seeking the Divine counsel. 

Troubles and trials are our necessary por- 
tion in this probationary state ; and if, not- 
withstanding an humble desire to ask counsel 
of God, disappointment or discomfiture should 
be the issue of our best endeavours, there can 
be no doubt but such trials are permitted for 
some good end—some gracious design ; and, 
if the fault be not our own, they will finally 
prove as choice blessings, though sent in such 
a disguise. 

But how many of us, if we recur to the 
lines of our own experience, can testify that 
our weakness in not adhering steadfastly to 
conclusions formed in the divine counsel, or 
to intimations received for our direction, has 
been by far the most prolific source of vexa- 
tion and trouble ; because of disappointment 
being heightened by the reflection, of not 
having duly regarded gentle monitions and 
intimations : whilst, on the other hand, we 
may have experienced, under the discomfiture 
arising from blessings in disguise, a degree of 
that sustaining influence which enabled the 
Psalmist to say, ‘“‘ Though thou slay me, yet 
will I trust in THEE.” 

True Gosret ministry, that is, ministry 
proceeding from the immediate influences of 
the Spirit of God, as its tendency is to bap- 
tise the hearers into a feeling of the same 
divine power and virtue, is a decidedly appro- 
priate appendage to divine worship. But to 
discourse on the things of God without some 
portion of that divine influence, is mere ex- 
hortation or declamation, which is by no 
means suited to those assemblies that are 
exclusively designed for worship. And how- 
ever profitable religious instruction of various 
kinds may be in its proper place, a mere de- 
claration of the best of it is not adapted, in 
their seasons for worship, to a people who 
are seeking and waiting, to be enabled to bow 
in silent adoration before the throne of God 
and the Lamb. 

To revert to the most direct and leading 
features of worship, or the rage” 
we may commence with “ prayer.” 

Prayer is the expression, or rather the 


medium of words intelligibly uttered ; but a 
form of words, however good, or however 
expressed, in which the heart and soul do not 
unite, is not WORSHIP—is NOT PRAYER. 

“THANKSGIVING” is an acknowledgement 
of favours, mercies or goodness received from 
the hand of God, whether by ourselves or 
others ; but the semblance of it ascending 
from the mouth without a corresponding feel- 
ing of the heart, is not thanksgiving, but 
solemn mockery. 

“Praise” is a still higher degree of ac- 
knowledgement of the sense of divine good- 
|ness and mercy, in his dealings and dispensa- 
tions towards us; and can proceed only from 
a heart imbued with these feelings; for to 
address to God unfelt words of such an im- 
port, would be impiety of the highest grade. 

Lastly. That “inward communion of the 
soul with God which involves the essence of 
prayer, thanksgiving, and praise, without the 
expression of words, even in the conception 
of the mind,” is an awful, sensible feeling of 
the divine presence and majesty, which needs 
no medium ; but, in the proportion in which 
the soul is favoured with it, is not only com- 
munion with God, but a degree of unton— 
that holy oneness for which our gracious Re- 
deemer prayed, when he said in reference to 
his Divine Manhood: “ Now I am no more 
in the world; but these are in the world, 
and I come to thee. Holy Father! keep 
through thy own name those whom thou hast 
given me; that they may be one, even as wE 
are.” “I pray not for these alone, but for 
those also who shall believe in me through 
their word; that they atu may be one, as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in them, that 
they also may be one in vs.” 

Hence, though prayer, thanksgiving, and 
praise, originating in the heart, may be per- 

\formed through the medium of vocal sound, 
they may also ascend with equal acceptance 
before the throne of grace, from the secret 
homage of the soul in silent worship; whilst 
only and alone in the sECRET OF THE HEART, 
can that precious communion with God be 
witnessed, which involves the essence of them 
all, in such an awful sense and feeling of the 
| divine presence, as rises into UNION with the 
| Father and the Son; and in which even the 
conception of words may be unknown. 

Seldom as such seasons may be vouchsafed 

to the Christian traveller, or to Christian 
assemblies in the present state of things, the 
practice of Silent Worship is the only proba- 
| ble conductor to them ; and there is no room 















to doubt the increasing frequency of these 
precious favours, a8 mankind advance in that 





blessed Lord pointed out to the woman of| 
Samaria, and which must precede the king- | 
doms of this world becoming the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ. Shall then a peo- 
ple who, for nearly two centuries, have been 
distinguished by their profession and practice 
‘ of stLENT worsHIP, take in any measure a 
single retrograde step in the Christian race ? 
Very many amongst us can yet respond to 
this in the exhortation of the apostle, when, 
after pointing out the superiority of the “new 
and living way,”—the “law written in the 
heart,”—the coming “to the noxrest by the 
blood of Jesus,”—he said : “* Let us hold fast 
ie the profession of our faith without wavering.” 

By the Son of Gop himself, we are taught 
to look with tender regard on all that work a 
miracle in his name ; and since the conver- 
sion of souls to God is not a natural work, all 
who are made instrumental in the Divine 
hand to effect this great and good end, come 
within the sphere of his gracious command, 
*‘ Forbid them not.” It may however be in- 
structive to us to remember, that though the 
disciples were rebuked for offering any dis- 
' couragement to such as these, they were nei- 
ther commanded nor encouraged to leave Him 
to unite with them. 

Hence it behoves us who believe that we, 
as a people, have been rightly instructed to 
take somewhat of an advanced ground, in the 
Christian profession—it highly behoves vs, 
in the present day of increasing light and 
knowledge, not to descend in the scale of re- 












































true inward and spiritual worship, which our | Christian course. These sifting seasons may 


mitted to our charge—then confusion and dis- 











ligious attainments; nor in any way to assi- 
milate ourselves with others in their different 
modes of worship; though their faithful la- 
bours, in the present state of mankind, may, 
in some respects, be adapted to rouse a be- 
nighted world. But whilst we may heartily 
wish them “ God speed,” in what they believe 
to be their line of duty, we must maintain our 
own standard UPRIGHT AND PURE. 

It is not for us to enquire concerning such, 
“ What shall this man do?” We might 
thereby incur the rebuke which the Saviour 
gave to Peter, “ What is that to thee 1” Te 
their own master they must stand or fall. 
The Lord abundantly bless their labours to 
others, and their work to the further instruc- 
tion of their own souls. 

Amidst the discouragements which some- 
times seem to await us as a religious society, 
we may derive consolation from the firm per- 
suasion that conviction of the rectitude of our 

: principles will spread, if we faithfully uphold 

: ALL the testimonies given us to bear. For 
i though we may still have to experience a 
state that may be represented by the further 
a words of our blessed Lord: ** What if I will 
+ that he tarry till I come ;” yet when He does 
ad come and take the possession of his kingdom, 
by more fully manifesting himself in his spi- 
ritual appearance in the hearts of mankind 
generally, then many, very many, will no 
doubt flock to that standard which has been 
4 committed to us, unworthy as we are, to hold 
ed up to the nations. 
ti In the meanwhile trials and probations may 


































be permitted to assail us, rather to prepare 


we believe that slavery, as it exists among us, is a light 
for an advance than a retrocession in the 


evil in the sight of God, so long will we feel inclined to 
pronounce every plan that can be devised for its ter- 
mination inexpedient or impracticable. Before, then, 
we unfold our plan, we wish to examine the system, 
and try it by the principles which religion teaches. If 
it shall not be thus proved to be an abomination in the 
sight of a just and holy God, we shall not solicit your 
concurrence in any plan for its abolition. But if, when 
fairly examined, it shall be seen to be a thing which 
God abhors, we may surely expect that no trifling 
amount of trouble or loss will deter you from lending 
your efforts to its extermination. 

Slavery is not the same all the world over. And to 
ascertain its character in any particular state or coun- 
try, we must examine the constituents and effects of 
the kind of slavery which there exisis. The system, as 
it exists among us, and is constituted by our laws, con- 
sisis of three distinct parts,—a deprivation of the right 
of property, a deprivation of personal liberty, and a de- 
privation of personal security. In all its parts, it is 
manifestly a violation of the laws of God, as revealed 
by the light of nature, as well as the light of revela- 
tion. 

1. A part of our system of slavery consists in depriv- 
ing human beings of the right to acquire and hold pro. 
perty. Does it need any proof to show, that God has 
given to all human beings a right to the proceeds of 
their own labour? The heathen acknowledge it,— 
every one feels it. The Bible is full of denunciations 
against those who withhold from others the fruits of 
their exertions. “ Wo unto him that buildeth his house 
by unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong ; that 
useth his neighbour’s service without wages, and giveth 
him not for his work.”* Does an act which is wrong, 
when done once and toward one individual, become 
right because it is practised daily and hourly, and to- 
wards thousands? Does the Just and Holy One frown 
the less upon injustice, because it is systematically 
practised, and is sanctioned by the laws of the land? 
If the chicanery of law should enable us to escape the 
payment of our debts, or if a human legislature should 
discharge us from our obligations to our creditors, 
could we, without deep guilt, withhold from our neigh- 
bours that which is their due? No: we all recognise 
the principle, that the laws of the God of nature can 
never be replaced by any legislature under heaven. 
These laws will endure, when the statutes of earth 
shall have crumbled with the parchments on which 
they are enrolled—and by these laws we know that we 
must be judged, in the day in which the destinies of 
our souls shall be determined. 

2. The deprivation of personal liberty forms another 
part of our system of slavery. Not only has the slave 
no right to his wife and children, he has no right even 
to himself. His very body, his muscles, his bones, his 
flesh, are all the property of another. The movement 
of his limbs are regulated by the will of a master. He 
may be sold, like a beast of the field—he may be trans- 
ported in chains like a felon. Was the blood of our 
revolution shed to establish a false principle, when it 
was poured out in defence of the assertion, that “all 
men are created equal ;” that “they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that 
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness?” If it be a violation of the rights of nature 
to deprive men of their political freedom, the injustice 
is surely much more flagrant, when we rob them of 
personal liberty. The condition of a subject is envia- 
ble compared with the condition of a slave. We are 
shocked at the despotism exercised over the Poles. 
But theirs is a political yoke, and is light compared 
with the personal yoke that bows down the two millions 
of our coloured countrymen. Does European injustice 
lose its foul character when practised, with aggrava- 
tions, in America? 

Still further, the deprivation of personal liberty is so 
complete, that it destroys the rights of conscience. Our 
system, as established by law, arms the master with 
power to prevent his slave from worshipping God, ac- 
cording to the dictates of his own conscience. The 
owner of human beings among us, may legally restrain 
them from assembling to hear the instructions of 
divine truth, or even from ever uniting their hearts 
and voices in social prayer and praise to Him who 


refine and purify ; but 


“ If we maintain allegiance firm and sure, 
And keep the faith immaculate and pure,” 


they will not overturn. Should, however— 
which, solemnly be it said, “* God forbid,”— 
should we as a body lower the ensign com- 


may would await us—and our testimonies 
would, no doubt, be given to some other peo- 
ple, bringing forth the fruits thereof ; for the 
Lip of Truth himself has declared, “ God is 
a Spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.” “ For 
the Father seeketh such to worship him.” 
“ At that day ye shall know that I am in my 
Father, and ye in mg, and I 1n you.” 


From the New York Observer. 
SYNOD OF KENTOCKY ON SLAVERY. 


The following address to the Presbyterians 
of Kentucky, proposing a plan for the moral 
and religious instruction of their slaves, and 
for their future emancipation, was prepared 
by a committee of ten, consisting of an equal 
number of ministers and elders, appointed by 
the synod for the purpose. Some of these 
gentlemen, and we presume all, are friends of 
the Colonization Society, and abolitionists of 
the old school, the school of Washington, 
Patrick Henry, John Jay, and Franklin. 
Their views of slavery accord, we believe, 
with those of serious men generally, both at 
the north and south. 


Dear Brethren :—The will of the synod has made 
it our duty to lay before you “a plan for the moral and 
religious instruction, as well as for the future eman- 
cipation, of the slaves” under your care. We feel the 
responsibility and difficulty of the duty to which the 
church has called us, yet the character of those whom 
we address, strongly encourages us to hope that labour 
will not be in vain. You profess to be governed by 
the principles and precepts of a holy religion. You 
recognise the fact that you have yourselves “ been 
made free” by the blood of the Son of God,—and you 
believe that you have been imbued with a portion of 
the same spirit which was in “ Him, who though he 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor.” When we 
point out to such persons their duty, and call upon 
them to fulfil it, our appeal cannot be altogether fruit- 
less. But we have a still stronger ground of our en- 
couragement in our firm conviction, that the cause 
which we advocate is the cause of God, and that his 
assistance will make it finally prevail. May he “ who 
hears the cry of the poor and needy,” and who has 
commanded to let the “oppressed go free,” give to 
each one of us wisdom to know our duty, and strength 
to fulfil it. 

We earnestly entreat you, brethren, to receive our 
communication in the same spirit of kindness in which 
it is made ; and permit neither prejudice nor interest 
to close your minds against the reception of the truth, 
or steel your hearts against the convictions of con- 
science. Very soon it will be a matter of no moment, 
whether we have had large or small possessions on 
the earth; but it will be of infinite importance, whe- 
ther or not we have conscientiously sought out the will 
of God and done it. 

We all admit that the system of slavery, which exists 
among us, is not right. Why, then, do we assist in 
perpetuating it? Why do we make no serious efforts 
to terminate it? Is it not because our perception of 
its si ess is very feeble and indistinct, while our 
oe of the difficulties of instructing and eman- 
cipating our slaves is strong and clear? As long as 












* Jeremiah xxii. 13. See also James v. 4. Lev. 
xix. 13. Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. 
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body of slaves have been ever better fed, better clothed, | 
and less abused, than the slaves of Kentucky. Still 
they have no security for their comfort, but the hu- | 
manity and gencrosity of men, who have becn trained 
to regard them not as brethren, but as mere property. 
Humanity and generosity are, at best, poor guarantees 
for the protection of those who cannot assert their 
rights, and over whom law throws no protection. Our 
own condition we would feel to be wretched indeed, it 
no law secured us from the insults and maltreatment 
even of our equals. But superiority naturally begets 
contempt; and contempt generates multreatinent, for 
checking which we can rely not on virtue, but only on 
law. ‘There are, in our land, hundreds of thousands 
clothed with arbitrary powers over those, whom they 
are educated to regard as their property, as the instru- 
ments of their will, as creatures beneath their sym. 
pathy, devoid of all the feelings which dignify huma- 
nity, and but one remove above cattle. Is it not certain 
that many of these hundreds of thousands will inflict | 
outrages on their despised dependents ? There are now 
in our whole land two millions of human beings ex- 
posed, defenceless, to every insult and every injury | 
short of maiming or death, which their fellow men may | 


choose to inflict. They suffer all that can be inflicted | 
by wanton caprice, by grasping avarice, by brutal lust, | 
by malignant spite, and by insane anger. Their happi- 
ness is the sport of every whim, and the prey of every | 
passion, that may, occasionally or habitually, infest the 
master’s bosom. If we could calculate the amount of 
wo endured by ill-treated slaves, it would overwhelm 
every compassionate heart, it would move even the ob- 
durate to sympathy. ‘There is also a vast sum of suf- 
fering inflicted upon the slave by humane masters, as 
a punishment for that idleness and miseondact which 
slavery naturally produces. ‘The ordinary motives to 
exertion in men are withdrawn from the slave. Some | 
unnatural stimulus must then be substituted ; and the 
whip presents itself as the readiest and most efficient. 
But the application of the whip to produce industry, is 
like the application of the galvanic fluid to produce | 
muscular exertion. The effect is powerful indeed, but 
momentary ; and if often applied, it is exhaustive and | 
destructive to the system. It can never be used as a 
substitute for the healthful and agreeable nervous 
stimulas, with which nature has supplied us. Equally 


and to the world, that this warning has been often | piness. It is the foundation on which alone the whole 
disregarded, even by those who hold to our com-| fabri¢ of an organized and virtuous community can be 
munion. Cases have occurred in our own denomi-| built. On it must rest all those family relations, 
nation, where professors of the religion of mercy have | which bind together and cement society. Without it, 
torn the mother from her children, and sent her into| we might herd together like brutes, but we could no 
a merciless and returnless exile. Yet acts of dis-| longer live together as human beings. There would 
cipline have rarely followed such conduct. Far be | be no families, no strong ties of kindred, no domestic 
it from us to ascribe to our people generally a par-| endearments, softening the manners and curbing the 
licipation in these deeds, or a sympathy with them— | passions. Selfish, sensual, and unrestrained, man 
they abhor and loathe them. But while the system, | would exercise his reason only to minister to the more 
of which these cruelties are the legitimate offspring, | groveling propensities of his nature. Any set of men 
is tolerated among us, it is exceedingly difficult to in-| will approximate to this condition, just in proportion 
flict punishment upon their perpetrators. If we com. | to theif approximation to the practical abolition of ma- 
inence discipline for any acts which the laws of sla- | trimonial restraints. And certainly never, in any civi- 
very sanction, where shall we stop? What principle | lized country, has respect for these restraints been 
is there which will justify us in cutting off a twig or| more nearly obliterated than it has been among our 
a branch of this poison tree, that will not, if carried | blacks. Thus the working of our system of slavery 
fairly out, foree us to proceed, and hew down its trunk, | diffuses a moral pestilence among its subjects, tending 
and dig up its roots? These cruelties are only the | to wither and blight every thing that is naturally 
loathsome ulcers, which show corruption in the blood | beautiful and good in the character of man. Can this 


_and rottenness in the bones of this system. ‘They may | system be tolerated without sin? 


be bound up and mollified with ointment—they may| 6. This system demoralizes the whites as well as 
be hidden from the sight; but they cannot be entirely | the blacks. Masters are in a great degree, irrespon- 


| removed until there is a thorough renovation within. | sible for the exercise of their power; und they gene- 


Our churches cannot be entirely pure, even from the | rally feel that their object in possessing and exercis- 
grosser pollutions of slavery, until we ere willing to| ing their domination is their own atility, and not the 


| pledge ourselves to the destruction of the whole system. | good of those over whom they rule. Now, power can 


The voice of the civilized world has been lifted up | never be held or exercised without moral injury to its 


|in execration of the despot whko recently dragged | possessor, unless its exercise be subject to responsi- 


numbers of the unhappy Poles from their country, se- | bility, or unless it be held mainly for the good of its 
parating husbands and wives, parents and children. | subjects, not of its possessor. ‘The lives of absolute 


| But they are his property by the same tenure by | monarchs furnish us‘ with our most disgusting pic- 
which we hold our slaves ; and has he not a right, he | tures of human depravity. Few, even of those who 
| may exclaim, to do as he please with his own? Nay, | had been previously trained to self-control and virtue, 


the security and peace of his dominions require this 
cruelty. He is not willing to relinquish the property 
which he inherited; and he may tell us, and teil us 


have been able to withstand the corrupting influence 
of unrestrained power. And the effect is, in some 
measure, the same, where despotic authority is pos- 





| truly, that it cannot be retained in safety without the | sessed and exercised in a smaller sphere. No man ac- 
| adoption of these horrid measures. Can we condemn quainted with the frailty of the human beart, would 


his conduct, and yet justify our system of slavery? desire uncontrolled dominion over his fellowmen. We 


Or can we condemn both and yet be guiltless, if we 
use no efficient exertions to terminate these cruelties 
among us? 

5. It produces general licentiousness among the | 
slaves. Marriage, as a civil ordinance, they cannot | 
enjoy. Our laws do not recognise this relation as 





vain is the attempt to supply by the whip the deficiency | existing among them; and of course, do not enforce | 
of natural motives to exertion—it produces misery and | by any sanction the observance of its duties. Indeed, 
degradation. Yet inadequate as is this substitute, it is | until slavery “ waxeth old and tendeth to decay,” there 
the best that can be had—it must be used while the | cannot be any legal recognition of the marriage rite, 
system lasts—the condition of the slave is unnatural, | or the enforcement of the consequent duties. For all 
and his treatment must correspond to his condition. | regulations on this subject would limit the master’s 
We are shocked to hear of epicures, who cause the | absolute right of property in his slaves. In his dis- | 
animals on which they feast to be whipped to death,! posal of them he would no longer be at liberty to con. 
that their flesh may be more delicate and delicious to| sult merely his own interest. He could no longer se- 
the taste. We feel it to be disgusting and intolerable | parate the wife and husband to suit the convenience 
cruelty, thus to inflict pain even upon a beast, merely | or interest of the purchaser, no matter how advan- | 
to satisfy the cravings of luxury ; and shall we excuse | tageous might be the terms offered. And as the wife | 
ourselves, if a desire for ease or wealth, leads us to} and husband do not always belong to the same owner, 
sanction, sustain, and assist in perpetuating, a system | and are not often wanted by the same purchaser, their 
which, as long as it lasts, must lacerate the bodies and | duties to each other would thus, if enforced by law, 
grind down the feelings of millions of rational and im- | frequently conflict with the interests of the master. 


mortal beings ? 


Brutal stripes, and all the varied kinds of personal | them, would be a mere contract voidable at the mas- 
indignities, are not the only species of cruelty which | ter’s pleasure. Their present quasi marriages are 
slavery licenses. The law does not recognize the | just such contracts, and are continually thus voided. 
family relations of a slave, and extends to him no} 
protection in the enjoyment of domestic endearments. | 
The members of a slave family may be forcibly sepa- | 
rated, so that they shall never more meet until the | 


final judgment. And cupidity ofien induces the mas. 
ters to practise what the law allows. Brothers and 
sisters, parents and children, husbands and wives, are 
torn asunder, and permitted to see each other no 
more. These acts are daily occurring in the midst 


of us. The shrieks and the agony often witnessed on | 


such occasions, proclaim with a trumpet tongue the 
iniquity and cruelty of our system. ‘The cry of these 
sulerers goes up lo the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. 


Hence all the marriage that could ever be allowed to 


They are, in this way, brought to consider the matri- 
monial engagement as a thing not binding, and they 


are sufficiently prone by nature to tyranny, and a dis- 
regard of the rights and interests of others, without 
having these feelings developed, cultivated, and ma- 
tured by a sense of irresponsibility, and by the habit 
of regarding ourselves as born to command, and 
others as born to obey. Where a consciousness of 
responsibility, equality, and dependence, does not check 
their growth, hard-heartedness, selfishness, and ar- 
rogance are, in most men, fearfully exhibited. And 
these odious traits of character must be peculiarly 
marked in those who have, from childhood, been train- 
ed in the school of despotism. The hand of one of 
our greatest statesmen has strikingly portrayed the 
demoralizing effects of this system on the minds and 
manners of the ruling class. “ There must doubtless,” 
says Mr. Jefferson, “be an unhappy influence on the 
manners of onr people, produced by the existence of 
slavery among us. The whole commerce between 
master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most 
boisterous passions, the most unrelenting despotism on 
the one part, and degrading submission on the other, 
Our children see this, and learn to imitate jt; for man 
is an imitative animal. This quality is the germ of 
all education in him. From his cradle to his grave he 
is learning to do what he sees others do. If a parent 
could find no motive either in his philanthropy or his 
self-love, for restraining the intemperance of passion 
toward his slave, it should always be a sufficient one 





act accordingly. Many of them are united without 
even the sham and forceless ceremony which is some- 
times used. They, to use their own phraseology, 
“take up with” each other, and live together as long as 
it suits their mutual convenience or inclination. ‘This 
wretched system inevitably produces revolting licen- 
tiousness. This feature in the slave character is so 
striking, as to induce in many minds the idea that 
the negro is naturally repugnant to the restraints of 
| matrimony. From the ample and- repeated testimo- 
nies, however, of such travellers as Parke and Lander, 


There is not a neighbourhood where these heart-rend-| who have visited this race in their native land, we 
ing scenes are not displayed. There is not a vil-| learn that their character is, in this respect, in Africa, 


lage or road that does not behold the sad procession 
of manacled outcasts, whose chains and mournful 
countenances tell that they are exiled by force froin 
all that their hearts held dear. Our church, years 
ago, raised its voice of solemn warning against this 


the reverse of what it is here—that they regard the 
marriage rite with remarkable sacredness, and scrupu- 
lously fulfil its duties. Our familiarity with this con- 
| sequence of slavery prevents us from regarding it with 
the horror which it would, under other circumstances, 


flagrant violation of every principle of mercy, justice, | inspire. The sacredness of the marriage rite is the bul- 


and humanity, Yet we blush to announce to you 


| wark of morality—the corner stone of domestic hap- 


that his child is present. But generally it is not suffi- 
cient. ‘The parent storms, the child looks un, catches 
the lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs, in the 
circle of smaller slaves, gives a loose to the worst of 
passions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exer- 
cised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities. The man must be a prodigy, 
who can retain his manners and morals undepraved 
by such circumstances.”* Such, according to the tes- 
timony of one who had marked its operation with 
a philosopher’s eye, is the character which slavery 
forms—a character perfectly the reverse of that which 
the gospel requires. 

We forbear to picture before you the consequences 
of that indolence and aversion to all manual occupa- 
tions, which are necessarily engendered in youth, sur- 
rounded by a servile class, who are engaged in these 
pursuits. These consequences you have all seen, and 





* Jefferson’s Notes on Virginia, p. 319. 
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felt, and deplored. Such are the evil effects to our-| wrought shall be tried as by fire—and we must then 
selves and our children of the system which we sup- | “ eat of the fruits of our own ways.” 


port. Thus are we made to eat of the bitter food which 
we prepare for others, and drink of the poisoned cup 
which our own hands mingled—the sword with which 
we unthinkingly destroy others, ie thus made to drink 
our own blood. These evils, if duly estimated, are 


alone sufficient to arm us which implacable hostility | beautiful animals, in bodies 


towards the system from which they spring, An 
in view of these effects we can almost adopt the opi- 


nion expressed a few years since, on the scaffold, by | delicious and whol 


one who was executed for the murder of a slavo— 
“ Slavery is a bad system; it is even worse for the| 
master than it is for the slaves.” It is a system which 
reminds us of the dark magic of ancient days—an art 
as fatal to those who exercised it, as to those who were 
their victims. 


7. This system draws down upon us the vengeance | , 


of heaven. “God is just,” and “he will render to 
every one according to his works.” Oppression ean 
never escape unpunished, while He who hath empha- 
tically declared that he is the “ Judge of the widow,” 
and “the Father of the fatherless,” is on the throne 
of the universe. “If thou forbear to deliver them 
that are drawn to death, and those that are ready to 
be slain; if thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth 
not He that pondereth the heft consider it? and He 
that keepeth thy soul, doth he not know it? and shall 
he not render to every man according to his works ?” 
Not a sparrow fulls to the ground, we are told, without 
the notice of God—how much more doth he mark the 
abuse and oppression of a creature who bears his own 
peculiar image? “ The very hairs of our head are all 
numbered”—much more are the groanings of the op- 
pressed and sighings of the prisoner recorded, by Him 
who says that his name is “ Gracious,” and that his 
“ ear is ever open to the cry of the poor and needy.” 
The blood of Abel did not sink into the ground un- 
heeded—it called down judgment upon the guilty man 
who had smitten his brother, and it drove him out a 
wanderer from the land of his birth—a fugitive from 
the presence of the Lord. But the sore cry of mil- 
lions of the downtrodden has gone up to heaven from 
the midst of as ; this cry is still swelling upward ; and 
if there be righteousness on the throne of the universe, 
it must bring down vials of wrath upon the heads of 
all who are engaged in this guilty work. And when 
he cometh to execute vengeance, “ who may abide the 
day of his coming?” Who can stand before his in- 
dignation ? Who can stand up in the fierceness of 
his anger? We see the truth of what the prophet de- 
clares, that “ the Lord is slow to anger”—but we are 
assured that it is equally true, that he is “great in 
power, and will not at all acquit the wicked : the Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and 
the clouds are the dust of his feet.” 

Brethren, we profess to be Christians—we rever- 
ence the holy revelation which God has given—we 
look to its precepts for guidance, and to its denuncia- 
tions for warnings. We know that the principles of 
the divine dealings are the same in every age, and that 
what God said to those of old, when we are in similar 
circumstances, he saith unto us. Listen, then, to one 
of the many intimations he has given us of the way in 
which he will punish it. “ The people of the land have 
used oppression, and exercised robbery, and have vexed 
the poor and needy; yea, they have oppressed the 
stranger wrongfully, and I sought for a man among 


| 


| 











Goat’s Mick at Lisson.—The decree for suppress- 
ing the supply of milk from goats in this city has 
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Corresponding Members—John Paul, Thos. 
Evans, Isaac Collins. 


Managers—Thomas Stewardson, Samuel 
Bettle, Timothy Paxson, Thomas P. Cope, 
Othniel Alsop, Jasper Cope, Abraham L. 


been carried into effect. ‘Twenty thousand of these | Pennock, Isaac Davis, Joseph Snowden, ‘Tho- 


of from ten to twenty, en- | 
tered the city every morning at daylight, and remain- | 
ed about two hours, supplying every house with their 

esome milk in a genuine state, at- | 
tended by some thousands of fine healthy young men 
and girls, who feed them on the adjoining mountains, 
all of whom are thrown into a state of distress. The 
city will now, like London, be obliged to buy the milk 
of cows highly adulterated. The Portuguese have an 
aversion to the milk of the cow. The reason for this 
iolent and unpopular measure is, that the goats were 
suffered to trespass upon the corn-fields and gardens, 
or kintos, in the vicinity of the city—Letter from 


| Lisbon. 
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mas Kimber, Thomas Bacon, ‘Thomas Wood, 
John Richardson, Benj. H. Warder, Charles 
Yarnall, John G. Hoskins, Bartholomew Wis- 
tar, George Williams, George Stewardson, 


| Lindzey Nicholson, Abraham Hilyard, Blakey 


Sharpless, Samuel B. Morris, Geo. R. Smith. 

Having read with deep interest in the New 
| York Observer, an address (or rather a por- 
| tion of it, for the conclusion is yet to come) 
by the Synod of Kentucky, to the presbyte- 
rians of that state, on the subject of slavery, 
we have transferred it to our pages, nearly 
without curtailment. It is a plain-speaking, 
| solemn, and powerful appeal to the reason and 








FOURTH MONTH, 23, 1836. 





Our yearly meeting has now (we write on 
the evening of fifth day, the 21st,) been four 
days in session, preceded as usual by the 
meeting of ministers and elders on seventh 
day, the 16th instant. In consideration of 
the uncommon backwardness of the season, 
we had thought it probable that the size of 
the meeting would be much diminished by 
reason of the consequent pressing engage- 
ments of the agricultural portion of the mem- 
bers. In this expectation, however, we have 
been agreeably disappointed, and believe it 
may be safely stated that the number in at- 
tendance, both of men and women Friends, 
has scarcely been exceeded within the last 
seven or eight years. We have had the ac- 
ceptable company of several brethren and 
sisters, ministers and others from neighbour- 
ing yearly meetings. In a future number we 


expect to furnish a more particular notice of 


this our annual solemnity and its proceedings, 
some of them of a character peculiarly inte- 
resting ; for the present shall only add, that 
throughout the several sittings the important 
concerns that claimed attention have been 
deliberated upon and disposed of in a spirit 
of conciliation and brotherly kindness exceed- 
ingly pleasant and satisfactory in the retro- 
spection. 


At Mulberry street meeting house, on se- 
cond day evening, the 18th instant, was held 


them, that should stand in the gap before me for the| the seventh annual meeting of the Bible As- 


land, that I should not destroy it; but I found none. | sociation of Friends in America. 


Therefore I have poured out mine indignation upon 
them; 1 have consumed them with the fire of my 
wrath ; their own way have I recompensed upon their 
heads, saith the Lord.”* Can we despise the instruc. 
tions of the Almighty? Shall we shut our eyes and 
close our ears against the admonitions of the Great 
Judge of the earth? Shall we not arise and “ stand in 
the gap before him for the land, that he may not destroy 
it?” ‘Though our “ nest may be built on high,” and 
“our defence be the munitions of rocks,” we cannot 
escape, if God rise up against us—He can blast our 
prosperity—He can drown us in blood—He can blot 
out our existence and our name from under heaven. 
Let us remember, too, that not only as a people, 
but: as individuals, God will deal with us. The day is 
soon coming when every man’s works which he hath 





* Ezckiel xxii. 29—31. 


That ca- 

cious room, the east end, was literally 
crowded, the female part of the auditory in 
respect to numbers, greatly exceeding the 
men. It was truly an animating scene. The 
report of the managers for the past year, 
though shorter than usual, was listened to 
with lively satisfaction, and elicited various 
pertinent and encouraging remarks from in- 
dividuals present, inciting to perseverance in 
the important objects of this valuable institu- 
tion. Officers of the association as follows 
were appointed for the ensuing year :— 


Secretary—Dantet B. Surra. 
Treasurer—HeEnry Core. 


conscience of those to whom it is igtended to 
apply, and proceeding as it does from the 
representatives of a most respectable Chris- 
tian denomination of a slave-holding state, we 
should hope that it would, for that reason, 
the more readily gain access to the minds of 
slave-holders in other states, provided reli- 
| gious periodicals do concur in giving it cir- 
culation. 


The annual meeting of Haverford School 
Association will be held in the committee 
/room of Friends’ meeting house in Arch 
street, on second day, the 9th of fifth month 
next, at four o’clock Pp. m. 





Asranam L. Pennock, Sec’ry. 

A stated meeting of the “ Female Branch” 
of the Bible Association of Friends in Phila- 
delphia Quarterly Meeting will be held on 
| the 28th inst., at Friends’ Reading Room, 
| Appletree alley, second door from Fourth 
street. 

4th mo. 23d. 





| 


Correction.—In the memorial to congress 
respecting Arkansas, page 222, last number, 
| first column, fourteenth line from bottom, for 
‘the word in, read to. In the editorial para- 

graph on the same subject, page 224, six- 
teenth line, after the word yet, supply the 
word signed. Same paragraph, thirteenth 
| line, memorial should read memorials. 

We copied into our paper of 9th instant, 
from the New Jersey State Gazetie, some 
remarks relative to the Hicksite law for divi- 
sion of property. In a subsequent number of 
that journal it is remarked, that after the 
words “ Society of Friends,” in the eleventh 
line of the second paragraph, the words “ by 
any instrument,” should have been inserted. 


Marriep, at Friends’ meeting-house, Redstone, 
Fayette County, Pa., on fifth day, the 3st ult., Isnarx 
Necaus, son of John Negus, of Upper Springfield, Co- 
lumbiana County, Ohio, to Lypia, daughter of Jesse 
| Garwood, of the former place. 





Ss 

Diep, on the 24th day of the 10th month, 1835, Joun 
Battin, a member of Moncey monthly meeting, and 
| Elkland particular meeting, aged 86 years. 
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Extracts from the Letters and Journal of | juncture the Everlasting Arm of strength and 





|height, has frequently inundated the deck of 


Daniel Wheeler, &c. | power, in wonted mercy and compassion, was the vessel, and from the continual working of 


signally displayed for our preservation and 
relief, and in such a manner as wholly to ex- 
6th mo. 13th. “This date has not failed | clude the slightest pretence of mortal man’s 
to awaken feelings of painful reflection in re-| having the least share in it. The mist cleared 
ference to days which have long since passed suddenly away, and though but for a short in- 
away, it being thirty-three years since it) terval, yet it was sufficient to discover the 
pleased the God of all my mercies to bestow | lofty rocky island, about half a mile distant, 
a crown upon the head of a poor unworthy | standing nearly perpendicular out of the sea, 
creature, even the rich blessing of a truly | far enough above the mast head of the Henry 
virtuous wife, at the close of a meeting at|Freeling. We soon perceived that this was 
Doncaster. Full well at this remote period |the island called ‘ Inaccessible,’ and appro- 
do I remember the solemn and delightful sea- | priately so, for from its vast height and steep 
son with which we were remarkably favoured, | approach, no landing apparently, on the side 
from the beginning to the end of the meeting. | next to us, could possibly have been effected. 
Dear Thomas Colley appeared largely in tes- | This seemed at once to relieve our anxiety, 
timony on the occasion, to the tendering of | and the captain now considered all danger as 
many present. It was indeed an earnest of | past, and that we should safely run between 
the Heavenly Master’s love, which never this island and another called Nightingale 
ceased to follow us through all the vicissi- | Island, although not able to see it on account 
tudes of time, during a life (not a little che-|of the fog, these islands being ten miles 
quered) for a term of more than thirty-two | asunder. Thus cheered, we pursued our fly- 
and a half years, when He was pleased to|ing course with great velocity, as the wind 
deprive me of my greatest earthly treasure, had increased with violence, soon after the 
and to take back that which he gave; but it | high rocky island was first seen. But in an- 
was his own, I verily believe, even His, the | other hour, our prospect was suddenly clouded 
same who enabled me to say, in the moment | by the appearance of more rugged rocky land 
of my greatest distress, “‘ Blessed be the name | on the same side of us ; this circumstance, for 
of the Lord.” In looking over the different a time, staggered all our hopes, as it could 
relatives and friends present on the above oc- | not be accounted for, and of course we knew 


(Continued from page 221.) | 


casion, there is at this period scarcely one of/ not how soon some lurking unknown reef 


those individuals, at that time about our own| might now wreck our fragile vessel, which 
age, who now survives, and I find that many| was scourged on by a hurricane blast with 
a them, much younger than ourselves, have | greater speed, it is probable, than at any pre- 
been summoned from works to rewards; thus | vious time. In the early part of this suspense 
while many of my contemporaries have finish- pee oe Keen said to me, ‘ now if your friends 
ed their earthly career, I am still spared a | in ngland could look at us, they would have 
little longer, a living monument of the Lord’s | a better idea of the sacrifice you are making 
everlasting mercy, for the purpose (I humbly | than they at present possess.’ But this would 


trust) of declaring unto others what he hath| have conveyed to them only a faint idea of 





done for my own soul, and to show forth the 
praises of Him, who hath translated me out 
of darkness into marvellous light. And al- 
though the sacrifice I am making may appear 
great, and rendered more formidable by the 
late hour in the evening in which it has to be | in the midst of a heavy tempest. 

offered, yet in my estimation it is small in-| 6th mo. 20th. “ It was observed that the 
deed, and light as the dust of the balance,| mercury in the barometer, which had risen a 
when the love and mercy, long-suffering and | little last evening, was this morning again on 
compassion of my good and gracious Lord | the decline, and by 4 Pp. m. had fallen to 29. 
God, are brought into remembrance, who|53. The wind freshened throughout the day, 
hath redeemed my life from destruction, and and at night blew with such tremendous vio- 
crowned me with loving-kindness and tender | lence, accompanied with heavy rain and some 
mercies, to myself incomprehensible ; and I | lightning, as compelled us again to seek safety 


what we have since had to pass through, and 
were only the beginning of those perils, which 
in the end have been so abundantly crowned 
with wondrous mercy. In this situation, the 











am persuaded, only known to those in the) by ‘ lying to;’ but however trying to be thus 


same degree, whose sin is blotted out as a | disabled from making use of a fair wind when 


cloud, and their transgressions as a thick|it blows, yet I believe we are truly thankful 
cloud, by repentance toward God, and faith|in having such a source of relief from the 


toward our Lord Jesus Christ, who came into} terrors of the storm afforded to us, poor soli- 


the world to save sinners, of whom each of|tary wanderers on the mighty deep. It is 


us, in the depth of self-abasement, can say | three weeks to-day since we left Rio, and up 
‘I am chief.’” to this time have not seen another ship. 
A narrow escape from shipwreck against} 6th mo. 2Ist. “Still ‘lying to,’ in heavy 
the Island Inaccessible is thus adverted to. | gales from the southwest, with frequent squalls 
6th mo. 18th. ‘ As the day advanced the /|still more heavy, with rain and forked iight- 
wind and sea increased, and the fog was so|ning, at the same time the weather extremely 
dense close down to the horizon that there | cold and penetrating 
seemed but little prospect of discovering the} 6th mo. 22d. ‘“* Lying to’ as yesterday, 
land, at a sufficient distance, to prevent our | the storm still raging with unabated violence, 
running direct upon it. As the afternoon wore | squalls, heavy rain and lightning through the 
away the danger hourly increased, but at this|night. The sea having risen to a fearful 































night was gathering blackness and darkness 


her whole frame, our bed places have been 
‘unfit to sleep in, the water having found its 
| way through numerous chinks. This morn- 
'ing early a heavy sea broke into us, bringing 
/a larger quantity of water upon the deck than 
‘at any time before. To myself a very re- 
markable and striking event took place this 
morning. Shortly after the vessel had shipped 
a heavy body of water, I went up the hatch- 
way to look round for a short interval; at 
that moment the sea was running in moun- 
| tainous succession, and I observed that some 
jof the loftiest of the waves were very nearly 
prevailing against our little vessel; it seemed 
as if she could not much longer escape being 
overwhelmed by them altogether. I made 
no remark to any one, but soon after we tried 
to get some breakfast; whilst so occupied, 
one of the men called down to inform us that 
there was a sight worth looking at on deck, 
it was a large collection of a small species of 
the whale, close by the ship; I thought I 
should like to see them, there were perhaps 
more than two hundred of these animals close 
to us, about twelve feet long each. When I 
went upon deck after breakfast they were still 
close to our bows, and the man at the helm 
said, that they served as a breakwater for us: 
their being so was afterwards mentioned by 
some other person. At last my eyes were 
open to discover the protection they were af- 
fording our little struggling vessel ; they oc- 
cupied a considerable portion of the surface 
of the sea, in the exact direction between the 
vessel and the wind and waves, reaching so 
near to us that some of them might have been 
struck with a harpoon; they remained con- 
stantly swimming in gentle and steady order, 
as if to maintain the position of a regular 
phalanx, and I suggested that nothing should 
be done to frighten them away. It was openly 
remarked by some, that not one sea had broken 
on board us whilst they occupied their useful 
post, and when they at last retired, it was 
perceived that the waves did not rage with 
the same violence as before they came to our 
relief. I give this wonderful circumstance 
just as it occurred, and if any should be dis- 
posed to view it as a thing of chance, I do 
not, for I believe it to be one of the great 
and marvellous works of the Lord God Al- 
mighty. These friends in need, and friends 
indeed, filled up a sufficiently wide space upon 
two of the large swells of the ocean as com- 
pletely to obstruct the approach of each suc- 
ceeding wave opposed to the vessel, so that if 
the third wave from us was coming in lofty 
foam towards us, by the time it had rolled 
over and become the second wave, its foam- 
ing threatening aspect was destroyed entirely, 
reaching us at last in the form of a dead and 
harmless swell. They are a very oily fish, 
and seldom larger than to yield about two 
barrels of oil; they are commonly called 
Black fish. 

6th mo. 23d. “Still ‘ lying to,’ sustained 
through another rough and perilous night, the 
wintry storm yet howling around us. We 
remarked after having just passed the shortest 
day in this climate, that our Friends in 





eS a oe 





Le 


THE FRIEND. 231 
a 
England had returned home from the yearly | with awful violence. Captain Keen said, his 
meeting, and were enjoying the delightful | last voyage was forty-six months in length, 
days of summer at their greatest length. but that he had never witnessed such a night 

6th mo. 25th. “The tempestuous and | during the whole of it. The strength of the 
turbulent weather, which our little vessel has| wind was incredible, and the lightning ap- 
had of late to contend with so largely, the | palling, with a fall of rain and sleet: the sea 
great length of voyage still unaccomplished, | broke in upon our little ship in an alarming 
at the most unfavourable season of the year,|manner. The poor men were lashed upon 
have frequently been a subject of serious|the deck with ropes to prevent their being 
thought, but more particularly from witness-| washed away ; benumbed with cold, and at 
ing, since the last heavy gales, considerable | times floating with the vast load of water up- 
and almost daily increasing leakage from dif-| on the deck—their sufferings are not easily 
ferent parts of the deck, owing to the great | described. ‘The bulwark on the larboard side 
strain to which her upper works have been| was damaged, and the spray reached more 
subjected, by the enormous weight of lumber, | than two thirds up the main mast. In the 
together with part of our stock of fresh water | morning the seamen expressed censiderable 
upon the deck. After looking at the state of | discouragement, and I observed rather a dis- 
things on every side, and taking the different | position to make the worst of things. The 
bearings of the whole into deliberate consi-| captain said, ‘he hoped he should not see 
deration, it seemed the most prudent measure, | such another night in this vessel.’ One per- 
in the hope of contributing to the future safety | son did not expect she would have kept up 
of the vessel, and to enable her to perform the | until morning. When assembled at the 
service looked forward to, in its fullest extent, | breakfast table, I had to tell them, with a 
to lighten her deck, by launching overboard | degree of firmness, that a murmur ought not 
every weight of spars, &c. that could be dis-|to be heard amongst us, but rather the ex- 
pensed with, the first favourable opportunity. | pression of thankfulness that ‘we are as we 
As this could not be done in rough weather, |are.’ On looking round at the ravages of 
without the risk of injury both to the people |the storm, I was surprised to find that so 
and the ship, and there being less wind and | little damage was done ; and the increase of 
sea to-day, than for some time back, it was| pumping had been comparatively trifling to 
resolved, if possible, to accomplish it. Ac-|what might have been expected from the 
cordingly the four heavy logs, a spare square | violent and frequent strokes of the sea, and 
sail yard (old,) a heavy spar intended for a| the floods of water that had rolled over the 
topmast, with many other cumbrous weights, | deck of the vessel. 
which had long tended to increase the weak-| “In the darkest part of the night of the 
ness of the quarters of the vessel, were cast | 6th inst. a distinct luminous appearance or 
into the sea without accident. It is truly | glow of light remained at our mast head; a 
cause of regret thus to sacrifice articles,| phenomenon only seen in dreadful weather, 
which at a future day may be much needed ;| when the atmosphere is highly charged with 
but the necessity of thus endeavouring to re- | electric fluid. The sailors call it a corposant. 
lieve the present difficulty and distress, com-|I think such a thing is mentioned in John 
pelled us to pass over that, which now can|Churchman’s Journal, or that of some other 
be looked at as remote, and may never occur.|worthy.* The countenances of our men 
“ As this step has not been taken suddenly, | were considerably whitened this morning, by 
or hastily determined upon, nor in the moment | the great quantity of salt, which having been 
of impending danger, when fear might have | deposited by the constant wash of the sea had 
operated, but is the result of patient and deli-| dried upon their faces. In the course of the 
berate observation, [ trust that our dear|storm yesterday evening, unusual darkness 
Friends in England will see the propriety of| gathered round us, when suddenly the wind, 
our so doing. Several of the articles thus| which blew with great violence, increased to 
thrown into the sea, belonged to the vessel |a complete hurricane, and roared in a terrific 
when first purchased, and I believe the sum of | manner, and for a time closely threatened our 
five pounds would cover the whole amount | little vessel. The force of the wind was so 
of such things as were afterwards bought and | great that the waves ceased to undulate, and 
intended as extra stores. I was disappointed | the surface of the ocean became level and 
at finding on enquiry that the name ‘ Henry | whitened with foam. At this juncture I was 
Freeling,’ which was deeply branded on each | comforted in beholding the calmness and re- 
of the four logs, had not been previously cut | signation with which my dear Charles was 
out before they were thrown overboard, lest | favoured. At one time, he remarked, ‘ What 
this omission should give rise toa report of our|a painful situation those people must be in, 
having been wrecked, gone to pieces, or foun-| who have not a good reason for being ex- 
dered at sea, if any of them should reach a dis- | posed to similar distress, when they find aon 
tant shore, or be picked up by another ship.” | selves overtaken with it ;’ I told him it was 
Some of the succeeding tempestuous wea-| formidable enough even to those who felt 
ther is described in the following extracts | themselves in the line of apprehended duty. 
from the Journal. As the night approached another storm be- 
7th mo. 7th. “ Still ‘lying to;’ the storm | gan to threaten, and the waves ran so cross 
has continued all night, and the sea makes} and broke in such different directions, that 


very heavy upon us. The mercury in the|the motion of the vessel for a time exceeded 
marine barometer sunk to 29. 30, then rose 


a little, and again sunk lower in the tube. 
As the night advanced the storm increased 










































all we had before witnessed, and the waters 
rushed on board of her on every side. At 
10 Pp. M., it was so tempestuous, that we again 
hugged the howling blast, by ‘ heaving to;’ 
as the vessel came round with her head to 
the wind, one heavy wave broke on board, 
but happily none of the crew were lost. In 
the afternoon, when it was thought that the 
storm had arrived at its greatest strength, 
this hope was suddenly extinguished by the 
mercury falling in a short space of time down 
to 29. 50. The captain said, ‘ We have done 
all we can, trust in Providence only remains.’ ” 

The following extract proves the state of 
our dear friend’s mind, about this period. 

“Two or three days previously to this 
tempest, I felt much depressed on account of 
my Charles, he having drooped more than 
usual, from the effects of the cold weather ; 
the great length of time we had already been 
the sport of the winds and waves since leav- 
ing the Rio de Janeiro, could not but excite a 
painful and discouraging fear lest his strength 
should prove unequal to the remaining part 
of the voyage, as we had only passed over 
about one thousand miles in distance, since 
beginning to traverse the margin of the In- 
dian Ocean, and are still greatly annoyed by 
the strong currents and heavy gales which 
prevail from the direction of Madagascar, and 
are probably attracted down the Mosambique 
channel, which separates that island from the 
coast of Natal, on the southeast shore of 
Africa. But as the late storm approached, I 
felt, through unmerited favour, increasing 
peacefulness and tranquillity, which nothing 
during its whole continuance was permitted 
to disturb; and in the most awful moment of 
uncertainty and impending danger, fear had 
no place to enter; this was utterly. banished 
by the love of the ever blessed Master that 
flowed in my heart, and which in the true 
dignity of its heavenly power cast it out; and 
the language which at intervals never ceased 
to prevail and occupy the inner man, with a 
soothing and encouraging sweetness, was that 
of the psalmist, ‘ Delight thyself in the Lord, 
and he shall give thee the desires of thy 
heart.’ Thus indeed was strength truly ad- 
ministered, according to the glorious working 
of his power, unto all patience and longsuffer- 
ing with joyfulness, to endure, and give thanks 
to the Lord Most High. I should shrink from 
making any remark on the state of my own 
mind, whilst in the extremity, out of which 
we have been so remarkably delivered ; but I 
feel called upon by a sense of gratitude to our 
compassionate Lord ; at the same time a hope 
gleams through my heart, that it will tend to 
strengthen the faith of some hesitating and 
doubting fellow-travellers who may eventually 
peruse these lines, to ‘ follow on to know the 
Lord’ for themselves, and thus partake of his 
love, mercy, and life-giving presence, and be 
encouraged to forsake all and follow him ‘ no- 
thing doubting’ wherever he may be pleased 
to lead: for the declaration, ‘ Lo I am with 
you alway,’ will assuredly be verified in their ~ 
experience, and all earthly things will be esti- 
mated but as loss and dross, in comparison with 
the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Je- 
sus.” 















































*See John Woolman’s Journal, Dublin edition, 1794, 
p- 212. 
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THE FRIEND. 





. . 
For “ The Friend.” | through its whole progress, and must keep a | tience and long forbearance, in waiting upon 


Phipps on the Spiritual Nature of the Gospel. 
‘Concluded from p. 223.) 


Complete Christianity has both an inside 
and an outside; a profession or bodily ap- 
pearance, and a life and virtue, which is as a 
soul to that body. 
session of both, are complete Christians. 
Those who have the inward part without the 
outward, though incomplete in that respect, 
will, in the sight of perfect equity, certainly 
be preferred to such as have the latter with- 
out the former ; and it would be well for all 
who have the history, and profess the Chris- 
tian religion, yet walk contrary to its requir- 
ings, could they change conditions at last 
with such conscientious gentiles. Let those 
who are so deeply affected with absurdity, as 
to believe or imagine, that Infinite Wisdom, 


Goodness and Equity has confined salvation | 


to such of his creatures as happen, without 
any choice of their own, to inhabit particular 
spots of the globe, are formalized after a pe- 
culiar manner, or entertain one particular set 
of articles and opinions, let such duly con- 
sider the following texts: “Verily I say 
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no 
not in Israel ; and I say unto you, that many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall 
sit dowa with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven; but the children 
of the kingdom,” by education merely, “ shall 
be cast out into outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”* “ After 
this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues, stood before 
the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
and cried with a loud voice, saying, Salva- 
tion to our God, who sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb!” 


Those who are in pos- | 





| 
| 
| 


steady eye thereunto, that it may go forward. 
“ We all,” saith the apostle, “‘ with open face, 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image, from glory 
ia glory, even as by the spirit of the Lord.”* 
By looking at the deceitful beauty of tempta- 
‘tion men fall into sin, and by keeping a sted- 
fast eye inwardly unto Christ in spirit, with 
;humble resignation to him, and earnest de- 
| sire after him, man finds preservation, and 
| gradually advanceth from one degree of grace 
Ito another, till he really experienceth a re- 
newal of the Divine likeness upon his soul, 
|and an inward translation out of sin, darkness 
and death, into divine light, life and holiness ; 
and thereby, in conclusion, from anxiety and 
misery, to peace and felicity. 

5. The natural man may polish and adorn 
himself with variety of literature, arts and 
breeding ; but in his best accomplishments, 
he is but the natural man still, which, the 
apostle declares, receiveth not the things of 
‘the spirit of God, neither can he know them.t 
| This is the natural condition of all men, be- 
| fore the work of renovation is begun in them; 
‘and seeing all stand in need of divine grace 
\to effect it, and that “God will have, or 
| willeth, all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth ;”{ so, “ the 
grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us,” by its 
convictions, “that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righte- 
ously, and godly in this present world.”§ 
Thus, “ the mighty God, even the Lord, hath 
spoken, and called the earth, from the rising 
of the sun unto the going down thereof.”|| 
All the personal instructions, and writings of 
the prophets, apostles and their contempora- 
ries, taken in their full extent, have never 
been any thing near so universal amongst 
mankind, as this grace and power of God; 





3. Real Christianity consists not in the|for it always hath been, and is present to 


profession of any framed articles of belief, 


every individual in all nations, and through- 


nor in the practice of signs and ceremonies, | out every generation. 


however displayed with exterior pomp, or 
whatever significance may be fancifully at- 
tributed to them by their supporters. Form 
and profession make not a real Christian, but 
the putting on of a new nature. “ They that 
are Christ’s, have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.”"t “If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are 
passed away; behold all things are become 
new, and all things are of God.”§ The ne- 
cessity of regeneration, the power by which 
it is effected, and the co-operation of God and 
man therein, are all included in that text; 
“If ye live after the flesh, ye shail die; but 
if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
of the body, ye shall live. For as many as 
are led by the spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God.” || 

4. The new birth is not brought forth in 
particulars imperceptibly. The new man is 
renewed in knowledge,{i in a certain and sen- 
sible experience. ‘The soul in whom it is 
going forward, has an internal sense of it 





* Mat. viii. 10,11,12. + Rev.vii.9,10. ¢ Gal. v.24. 
$2 Cor. v.17,18. |} Rom. viii. 13,14. Col. iii. 10. 


6. He who is given for a light to the gen- 
tiles, and God’s salvation to the ends of the 
earth, not only dispenseth of his grace uni- 
versally and individually, but even waits to 
be gracious. ‘ Behold,” saith he, “T stand 
at the door and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.”** This is Christ in spirit, who pro- 
claimeth, He that hath an ear let him hear. 

Query. But if man in his fallen estate be 
dead, how can the dead hear ? 

Answ. When the Saviour called “ Lazarus, 
come forth!”’+t+ the dead was quickened and 
immediately obeyed. The voice of him who 
isa quickening spirit{{ is a quickening power. 
“ The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live.”§§ 

Query. What is meant by his standing at 
the door? 

Answ. His wonderful condescension, pa- 





| t 1 Tim. ii. 4. 


@ Isa. xlix. 6. 
tt 1 Cor. xv. 45. 


* 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
§ Tit. ii. 11,12. 
** Rev. iii. 20. 
§ John v. 25. 


+ 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
|| Psal.1. 1. 
+t John xi. 43. 





the soul of man, as for an entranee; that as 
he is a rational creature, he may be prevailed 
with willingly to open his heart to his Re- 
deemer and receive him. 

Query. How doth -Christ in spirit knock, 
or call? 

Answ. By influencing the soul in its sea- 
sons of quietude, so as to excite inclinations 
and desires towards good ; and also at other 
times, by distressing it with the painful sensa- 
tions of guilt and remorse, for its sinful pur- 
suits and practices. 


Query. How shall man open to him, and 
receive him! 

Answ. By resigning his attachment to self, 
and the propensities of sense, and humbly ad- 
hering to the voice, or present manifestations 
of the spirit. 

Query. How doth the Lord come in and 
sup with man, and make him a partaker of 
his supper? 

Answ. When the spirit of Christ is re- 
ceived by the soul in faith, love and due sub- 
mission, he proceeds by degrees to set it at 
liberty from the bondage and influence of 
corruption; for, “where the spirit of the 
Lord is,” in possession, “there is liberty ;” 
and when he hath brought the soul into a 
proper degree of purification he sheds the 
comfort of his love into it, and makes it a 
partaker of the communion of saints, which 
is inward and spiritual. This is the true 
supper of the Lord. He who participates of 
this, discerns and tastes the Lord’s spiritual 
body, and experienceth it to be meat indeed, 
and his blood to be drink indeed. 


——————— — ee 

Diep, 4th mo. 19th, 1836, Barsana Boss, widow, in 
the 73d year of her age; a member of the monthly 
meeting of Friends of Philadelphia. 

—— on the 9th inst., in this city, Mary T. Grover, 
aged 23 years and 4 months. 

The deceased had for several years been afflicted 
with a disease of the heart, during which time, she 
manifested much Christian resignation, being never 
heard to murmur at her situation, but frequently ex- 
pressed her thankfulness that it was so much more 
comfortable than it might be. During several months 
previous to her decease, it was manifest to her friends 
that she wis gradually preparing for a better and 
more enduring state of existence. She was eight 
weeks, during her last illness, confined to her cham- 
ber, in which time she frequently expressed strong 
faith in the promises of her Saviour; emphatically 
saying, I know he will not forsake me, as I have put 
my trust in him. Her heart overflowed with gratitude 
and love to those who attended on her, frequently ad- 
vising them, and others who visited her, to seek the 
Lord whilst in health. 

—— on the 3d inst., after a protracted illness, 
Katuarine Syxes, in the 68th year of her age, a mem. 
ber of Upper Springfield monthly meeting, N. J. She 
was a firm believer in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, and sincerely attached to the order and prin- 
ciples of our religious society. 

—— at Wilkesbarre, Pa., on the 29th of Ist mo. 
last, Josern Linton, in the 62d year of his age. 

—— about the 20th of 3d month last, at Pleasant 
Valley, Dutchess County, N. Y., Nancy Dean, wife of 
Daniel S. Dean, a member of Oswego monthly meet- 
ing, aged about 69 years ; having been an example of 
patience in affliction, and, we believe, bas joined that 
great multitude which no man could number, that 
came out of great tribulation, and whose garments had 
been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
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